
Final Minutes 
 

WTWG Conference Call  
3:00 – 4:05 EDT December 13, 2007 

  
Participants:  Kristin Brugger, Karen Gaines, Barnett Rattner, Don Sparling, Joe 
Sullivan, Louise Venne 
 
Old Business 
 
1. 2008 Symposium.  Karen and Louise completed the proposal and submitted on time 

to the Conference Committee.  They have enough speakers (at least 12) to fill the 
slate for a half-day symposium.  Some groups are represented by multiple authors that 
could combine their information into a single presentation if we end up with more 
speakers than time slots.  The focus of the symposium is Gulf Coast Hurricanes and 
Contaminant Redistribution.  The symposium will provide an opportunity for all the 
current research to become disseminated.  Little of the research on follow-up from 
Katrina and Rita has been published yet. 
 
Attempts were made to join with the Diseases Working Group, but that working 
group determined they did not have enough to contribute to warrant participation. 

2. WTWG Get-Together at SETAC and Liaison between TWS and SETAC.  The 
attendance at the get together was disappointing.  A discussion followed regarding 
whether we should attempt another get-together at SETAC next year.  Refreshments 
would be a draw, but at most conference centers, refreshments must be purchased 
through the conference center which makes the refreshments expensive.  As an 
alternative to meeting in a conference room, we discussed the possibility of having 
the get-together in someone’s hotel room which would avoid some costs and needing 
to fit into SETAC’s schedule.  The time assigned on late Monday afternoon conflicted 
with other activities which might have impacted the attendance.  We should try to 
avoid this time slot in the future. 
 
To strengthen the ties between those members in SETAC and TWS with interests in 
impacts of contaminants on wildlife, we discussed contacting Greg Schiefer to outline 
the possibilities and placing an article in SETAC Globe to discuss how the two 
groups can work together.  We will also distribute our newsletter to non-Working 
Group members to reach out to those that might not be aware of our activities. 

3. Status on Technical Review “Lead In the Environment.”  Barnett has received 
comments from all authors as well as TWS headquarters.  He has incorporated all 
comments and the report is currently at USGS for review.  A courtesy copy has also 
been sent to TWS Council.  The technical review is likely to become widely 
distributed.  It will likely be ready for distribution by around March 2008.  He was 
invited to present at: 68th Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference, Madison, 
Wisconsin.  He spoke at a symposium entitled "The Impacts of Lead Poisoning to 
Fish and Wildlife" where a total of 18 speakers presented on lead issues.  His talk was 



"Environmental Lead from Hunting, Shooting and Fishing Sports: Implications for 
Management of Biota by Natural Resource Agencies." 
 
Barnett was asked to also draft management implications derived from the technical 
review.  As a USGS employee, he was unable to make outright policy suggestions.  
To address the needs of TWS, he drafted a number of optional approaches ranging 
from 1) do nothing, 2) restrict use in sensitive areas, and 3) lead banned in uses for 
sports ammunition and tackle.  More work is needed to address the attitudes of 
hunters and anglers.  More research is not really required to determine how to protect 
wildlife from lead exposure. 

4. Membership.  Kris reported our membership has increased.  Current membership is 
up from 63 to approximately 90.  Kris will send out a reminder to current members 
and others with an interest in contaminants to renew their membership or to join the 
Working Group. 

New Business 
 
1. The Toxic Chemicals Policy Statement is coming up for renewal in 2008.  Kris 

discussed the current statement.  The only issue identified that might need to be 
reconsidered is the item that states TWS should ensure information disseminated to 
the general public should be scientifically accurate.  Considering all the avenues of 
information to the public, attempting to ensure the quality of that information might 
be unrealistic. 

2. At the Conference in Tucson, there was a meeting of Working Group representatives.  
Guidelines for successful working groups were shared. They cover recommendations 
on reporting, membership, finances, outreach/training, fundraising and TWS 
administrative support.  New reporting requirements are in place for 2008 that require 
a list of contact details for working group officers, a tax form to be filled out, and an 
annual report in late August/early September. A copy of the guideline is attached to 
the minutes.  There were suggestions on how to be a successful Working Group such 
as developing training programs and holding regional meetings.   
 
A copy of the Guidelines are attached to these minutes.  We need to review those 
suggestions to determine how we could implement them.  
 
A request was made by the Student Professionals Working Group for each Working 
Group to sponsor a student liaison to the SPWG.  Louise Venne was asked to 
represent our Working Group as the liaison to the Student Professional Development 
Working Group.  She agreed.  The Working Group will likely pay her dues for that 
Working Group since she will be representing us. 

3. We discussed reaching out to other Working Groups such as Diseases, Human 
Dimensions, and Public Outreach.   



 



 


