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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A wildlife professional’s response to the
increasing rate of developments in
technology and knowledge associated with
our line of work is to seek opportunities to
learn about these advances and how to
apply them to our daily activities.
Traditional approaches to accomplishing
this have included participation in technical
meetings of professional societies and
attendance at formal training sessions.
Northwest Section members have a great
opportunity to pursue the first of these long-
established options. The Montana Chapter
is hosting the annual meeting of the
Northwest Section in March. They are
finalizing planning for this event. It
promises to be an extremely valuable

opportunity for us to continue to advance
our knowledge of new concepts,
technologies, and their applications to
conserving the wildlife resource. Please
see the information on registration
elsewhere in this newsletter and plan on
joining us in Helena, Montana on 28
February through 4 March 2005.

It is very important that employers
recognize, plan for, and support their
employees’ efforts to continue to learn by
encouraging their attendance at
professional meetings and training
sessions. However, during these times of
declining revenues and budget deficits, it is
becoming more difficult to obtain approval



and support for these activities. A potential,
low-cost supplement to these traditional
approaches may be distance learning.
Distance learning programs in wildlife
ecology are beginning to be developed and
offered by a number of universities in North
America.

As an example, Oregon State University is
one of the major research universities
offering a comprehensive distance-learning
program (http://ecampus.oregonstate.edu/).
Through its "Ecampus," OSU Extended
Campus is providing quality educational
opportunities to interested professionals.
They offer online degree programs,
including majors in Environmental Sciences,
General Agriculture, Liberal Studies, and
Natural Resources. In addition, all of their
individual classes in these programs, from

GIS to Fire Ecology, are available
individually for professional development or
personal enrichment. The flexibility
provided by OSU's Ecampus and its
affordability make continuing education
opportunities accessible to all wildlife
professionals. Consider this non-traditional
approach to keeping up with developments
in our field when you prepare your next
training plan.

For other examples of Universities offering
distance learning opportunities check out:

http://www.montana.edu/distance/
http://umonline.umt.edu/
http://distance.wsu.edu/
http://www.gnacademy.org/

Lowell H. Suring

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HODGDON LEAVES TWS

At the end of September Harry E. Hodgdon
stepped down as Executive Director of The
Wildlife Society to pursue some new
challenges and interests. TWS Council
wishes the best to Dr. Hodgdon in his future
pursuits and thanks him for his 27 years of
dedicated service to the organization.
Below is his personal statement to TWS
officers and members.

| came to TWS in 1977 as Field Director
and was selected to oversee the
organization in 1982. The decision to leave
was not easy and resulted from a
combination of personal and work
considerations, including illness in my
family.

After more than 2 decades as Executive
Director, it is time for fresh ideas and
approaches to keep the Society moving
forward during a time of declining
membership and tight finances. As | look
back on the last 27 years, it is with a sense
of great accomplishment for how far we
have come together. Today, the Society is

much more effective at meeting the needs
of its members and the profession, thanks
to establishing a full-time wildlife policy
position to advocate the use of wildlife
science in decision-making, initiating and
sustaining a long-range planning process,
establishing a professional development
program, expanding international activities
including periodic International Wildlife
Management Congresses, developing
subject-area working groups, initiating and
organizing an annual conference and trade
show, establishing a renewal mechanism for
certification of professional wildlife
biologists, establishing a managing editor
position and permanent editorial office,
redesigning the Wildlife Society Bulletin,
and our recent Endowment Campaign
initiative, to name but a few of our
accomplishments.

Over the years | have been extremely
fortunate to have been teamed with so
many terrific individuals - Society presidents
and Council members with whom |
developed strong and lasting friendships



based upon mutual commitment and trust;
dedicated Section, Chapter, and Working
Group leaders who were always ready to go
that extra mile for the Society and the
resource; Committee Chairs and Editors
who were eager to share their expertise to
further the Society’s mission; and a hard

working staff dedicated to serving our
members and the profession. It has been a
privilege to work with so many dedicated
people over the years and | look forward to
maintaining these relationships in the
coming years.

2005 MONTANA CHAPTER AND NW SECTION ANNUAL MEETING

This year’s meeting will be held in Helena at
the Red Lion Colonial Hotel, 2301 Colonial
Drive, 406-443-2100, during the week
beginning February 28, 2005. The theme
for 2005 is “The Influence of Politics on
Wildlife Management”. This is the first
time our annual meeting will be held in
Helena. As you know, the Legislature will
be in session so Helena will be a “busy”
place. A block of rooms has been reserved
at the Hotel at government rates so plan to
reserve your room early! The block of
rooms will be held until January 27. If
rooms are filled there are several hotels
within walking distance of the Colonial
including: Days Inn (442-3280), Fairfield Inn
(449-9944), Helena’s Country Inn and
Suites (443-2300), Shilo Inn (442-0320),
and Super 8 (443-2450).

The conference will be of similar format as
past meetings, with a workshop, paper
sessions, and social events. This year the
Northwest Section of TWS will be meeting
with us so be ready to welcome our guests.
Breakout meeting rooms can be made
available for groups who wish to meet while
we're all gathered in Helena. Please
contact Tom Carlsen at 406-266-3367 to
reserve a room for side meetings if you
haven'’t already talked to him. Keep in mind
that side-meeting rooms will not be
scheduled during the plenary or concurrent
paper sessions.

The week kicks off with our workshop titled
“Wildlife Conservation on Private Lands”

beginning 1pm February 28 and features 2
parts. The first day will focus on protecting
private lands and the rural way of life. Part

2 will finish up the workshop on the morning
of March1 and will deal with habitat
restoration and management on private
lands. Both sessions will have various
speakers who will discuss tools and case
studies.

Last year at our business meeting the board
voted to donate $1000.00 to the production
of a documentary film dealing with
Montana’s wildlife; the title of the film, which
will be aired on PBS, is “Montana’s Wildlife
Legacy — Back from the Brink”. The film is
nearing completion and we are planning on
having a special showing of portions of the
film at our 2005 meeting.

Some highlights of our 2005 meeting
include:

o February 28, 1pm — Workshop:
“Wildlife Conservation on Private
Lands — Part 1”.

e March 1, 8am — 12pm — Workshop:
“Wildlife Conservation on Private
Lands — Part 2”.

e March1, 1:30 — Annual meeting
kickoff, Keynote Speaker - Jack
Ward Thomas, Boone and Crockett
Professor of Wildlife Conservation,
School of Forestry, the University of
Montana.

o March 2 — Banquet Speaker, Wally
McRae, “Poet Lariat” of Montana.
Mr. McRae is a renowned Cowboy
Poet, Montana Rancher, and has a
long history of involvement in
environmental issues in eastern
Montana.



About the workshop: We will have
speakers (including landowners) providing
information on tools and techniques for
conservation, restoration and management
of wildlife on private lands. The workshop
will include discussions ranging from
conservation easements for individual
landowners to large-scale conservation
efforts with multiple parties and/or large
corporations. Organizers include the US
Fish and Wildlife Service's Partners for Fish
and Wildlife program. We hope that
participants will include MFWP, TNC,
private and corporate landowners, NRCS,
Montana Land Reliance and others (but we
haven't made all these contacts yet).

About the keynote speaker: In keeping
with the theme of this year’'s meeting we are
honored to have Jack Ward Thomas as
our keynote speaker. Jack Ward Thomas is
the Boone and Crockett Professor of
Wildlife Conservation, School of Forestry,
the University of Montana. Starting his
career as a wildlife researcher with the
Texas Game and Fish Commission, he
joined the Forest Service in 1966 and held a
variety of positions in wildlife biology
research. In 1974, he led research at the
Blue Mountains Research Lab in LaGrande,
OR, where he became well known for elk
and spotted owl studies. In 1993, he was
named to head the Forest Service
Ecosystem Management Assessment
Team, in response to President Clinton's
Forest Conference in Portland, OR. He
served as Chief, USDA Forest Service, from
1993-1996. He has published over 300
items in the fields of forestry, range
management, philosophy, wildlife, ecology,
planning and natural resources
management. There are very few in our
profession who have had such a mark on
wildlife management as has Jack Ward
Thomas.

About the banquet speaker: Wally McRae
owns and operates the Rocker Six Cattle
Company, which is located south of Forsyth,
Montana on Rosebud Creek. Wally is a
third generation Montana rancher and

considers himself first and foremost a
livestock rancher. He also is regarded as
among the nation’s foremost Cowboy Poets.
He was one of the founders of an annual
Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Elko, Nevada
and received the Governor’s Award for the
Arts in Montana. He also was the first
Cowboy Poet to be awarded the National
Heritage Award from the National
Endowment for the Arts. Wally currently
serves on the National Council of the Arts.
Wally’s love of the land where he lives and
works is highlighted by his continued
involvement in the Northern Plains
Resource Council, which he helped found.

REGISTRATION FORM
To register, use the form near the end of the
newsletter. Note that it 2 pages long.

PRELIMINARY AGENDA

Look for a preliminary agenda to be posted
in the near future on the Montana Chapter
website: http://www.montanatws.org

TWS Auction

The silent auction at our annual meeting is
an important activity the Chapter uses to
raise funds for scholarships, to support the
UM and MSU TWS Student Chapters, and
to fund general Chapter activities. We can
always use help acquiring items for the
auction. If you're interested in helping out
please contact Denise Pengeroth 406- 449-
5201, X215, dpengeroth@fs.fed.us.

NOMINATIONS AND AWARDS
Nominations

It is time once again to conduct the election
for President-Elect for the Chapter. Anyone
who is interested in seeking the office is
encouraged to submit their name for
nomination or have an associate nominate
them by contacting Denise Pengeroth 406-
449-5201, X215, dpengeroth@fs.fed.us.
Nominations should reach Denise no later
than January 15, 2005.

Awards



The Chapter is seeking nominations for four
awards to be presented at the 2005
Conference.

e The Distinguished Service Award is
presented annually for cumulative,
past, current, and/or continuing
achievements in wildlife
conservation.

o The Biologist of the Year Award is
presented annually for significant
achievements in wildlife
conservation anytime during the five
years immediately preceding award
presentation.

e The Bob Watts Communication
Award is presented for significant
communication in media such as
professional publications, popular
wildlife articles, books, movies, or
videos that have a relatively wide
audience.

e The Wildlife Conservation Award is
given to an individual or non-
governmental organization for past,
present or ongoing efforts that
enhance wildlife conservation in
Montana.

Recommendations for these awards, along
with a brief justification for the nomination
and a discussion of the qualifications of the
nominee, should be submitted to Tim Thier,
Awards Committee Chair (PO Box 507,
Trego, MT 59934, Ph: 882-4697) no later
than January 15, 2001.

CALL FOR PAPERS AND GUIDELINES
There is still time to submit abstracts for
presentations for the 2005 annual meeting.
Presentations will be 30 minutes in length,
including introduction of the presenter and
time for questions. Students are especially
encouraged to submit papers. We are also
seeking moderators for each session; if
interested in moderating a session, please
contact Tom Carlsen at the email/phone
number listed below.

Please submit the following information with
each abstract:

1. Lead author name, affiliation, mailing
address, phone and fax numbers,
and email address.

2. Names, affiliations, and contact
information of additional authors.

3. ABSTRACT - You must use the
referenced guidelines and example;
please note that the abstract you
submit will be the FINAL that is
printed for the paper sessions.

If you want to present a paper, please
submit your TITLE and ABSTRACT to Tom
Carlsen no later than January 15, 2005.
Submit titles and abstracts to:

Tom Carlsen

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

P.O. Box 998

Townsend, MT 59644

(406) 266-3367

fwp@ixi.net

Paper Guidelines

e Please submit your abstract
electronically to Tom Carlsen at the
electronic address identified above

o If you do NOT have access to email,
then submit your abstract on a
floppy disk with a hard copy; clearly
label both with pertinent ID
information including name of lead
author, abstract title, and lead author
contact phone number and email
address

e The person submitting the
title/abstract should provide a
separate, detailed list of information
for each author including: place and
full address of employment, email,
and phone number, what authors
are students, and whether the
presenting author is a student and if
so whether he/she wants the
presentation judged. Place an
asterisk next to presenting author.

e Follow the format for publication in
the Intermountain Journal of Science
(example provided below)

e Use WordPerfect or Microsoft Word

e Single space



e Use a paragraph indent for all but ¢ No more than 250 words (excluding
the first 2 lines abstract title and author information)
¢ No hard returns within a paragraph

Format Example
***Please be sure to follow this format. Abstracts in a different format may be returned to the
author for reformatting and will need to be resubmitted.

WILDLIFE ISSUES RELATED TO THE RECONSTRUCTION OF U. S. HIGHWAY 93
ON THE FLATHEAD INDIAN RESERVATION

Dale M. Becker. Tribal Wildlife Management Program. Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes. P. O. Box 278. Pablo, Montana 59855.

Planning for the reconstruction of U. S. Highway 93 through the Flathead Indian Reservation
resulted in substantial consideration regarding wildlife and wildlife habitat issues. After years of
negotiation, the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, the Montana Department of
Transportation and the Federal Highways Administration reached agreement on most aspects of
the project in 2000. Still to be finalized are reconstruction plans for a ten-mile portion of the
highway that passes through the Ninepipe-Kicking Horse wetland complex. The Memorandum
of Agreement between the three governments includes provision for the construction of 42
wildlife crossing structures and other design features to enhance wildlife habitat features and
maintain habitat linkages. In addition, wetland habitat mitigation will be aimed at avoidance of
wetland habitat to the extent possible and acquisition, restoration and ongoing management of
wetland habitat. The logic included in planning for these design features and the details of the
reconstruction plans, as they apply to wildlife and habitat concerns are presented, as are details
of the anticipated designs for wildlife crossings and other mitigation plans.

STUDENT TRAVEL GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR 2005 NW SECTION MEETING

Remember that the Northwest Section of Lowell Suring at the following address to
The Wildlife Society is offering grants to see if any grants are still available.
partially support travel, registration, and/or

lodging expenses associated with the 2005 Lowell H. Suring, Wildlife Ecologist
annual meeting to students desiring to USDA Forest Service

attend the meeting. Details on the grants Terrestrial Wildlife Ecology Unit
and how to apply may be found in the Forestry Sciences Laboratory
October 2004 Northwest Section newsletter 316 East Myrtle Street

available at ----. Although the deadline Boise, Idaho 83702

given in the October newsletter will have

recently passed by the time this January Voice: 208.373.4351

newsletter is issued, anyone still interested FAX: 208.373.4391

in student travel grants should still contact e-mail: |suring@fs.fed.us




FORUM ON NATIONAL FOREST WATERSHEDS, LANDSCAPES, AND
ECOSYSTEMS IN ALASKA

THE BIG PICTURE:

A Forum on National Forest Watersheds,
Landscapes, and Ecosystems in Alaska
1-3 March, 2005
Anchorage Sheraton.

The 2-day forum will be followed by a day of
resource specific meetings with USFS
personnel and our partners and
collaborators. The desired outcomes include
improved understanding of large-scale
patterns and processes as a context for
resources planning and management;
strengthened cooperation; and take-home
knowledge and skills that participants can
apply in their jobs.

The four sessions for days 1-2 include:

o  What makes our landscapes the way
they are? This is an introduction to
dynamic processes that shape
landscapes and ecological patterns
in southeast and south-central
Alaska, including: post-Pleistocene
uplift, seismic events, climate,
erosion, vegetation dynamics, and
other ecological processes.

e How do landscape processes shape
the human environment? This
session will examine how
landscapes have shaped patterns of
human movement, settlement, and

resource use in southeast and
south-central Alaska, both
prehistorically and today.
Contemporary influences on urban
and rural geography, transportation,
and resource distribution and use
are discussed.

e Evaluating management results for
watersheds and landscapes. What
do we measure, at what scales, and
how does it add up to big-picture
understanding? This includes
discussion of functioning watersheds
and performance measures for
tracking watershed condition and
trend (inclusive of physical,
biological, and social components).

e Practical examples from the field.
(combined with an Evening Poster
Session) A variety of projects in
Alaska and elsewhere will illustrate
the development and application of a
big picture understanding to
conservation and management of
natural resources.

For more information contact: Michael I.
Goldstein, USDA Forest Service, Alaska
Region, Email: mgoldstein@fs.fed.us,
Phone: 907.586.7905

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEVENTH MOUNTAIN LION WORKSHOP AVAILABLE

Proceedings of the Seventh Mountain Lion
Workshop held May 15-17, 2003, in
Jackson, Wyoming, are now available.

Cost is $15.00 USD and make checks
payable to " Wyoming TWS ".

Please send requests to:

Tim Thomas

Wyoming Game & Fish Dept
P.O. Box 6249

Sheridan, WY 82801

(307) 672-7418
tim.thomas@wgf.state.wy.us



PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIFTH WESTERN STATES & PROVINCES DEER & ELK
WORKSHOP AVAILABLE

The Proceedings of the 5th Western States
& Provinces Deer & Elk Workshop, held
May 2003 in Jackson, Wyoming, are now
available. Copies can be obtained by
sending a check for $15 USD made payable
to "Wyoming Chapter TWS" to:

Tim Thomas

Wyoming Game & Fish Dept
P.O. Box 6249

Sheridan, WY 82801 USA
(307) 672-7418

Tim. Thomas@wdgf.state.wy.us

41°T NORTH AMERICAN MOOSE CONFERENCE

Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and
Parks in partnership with Montana Chapter
TWS is hosting the 41st North American
Moose Conference to be held at the Grouse
Mountain Lodge, Whitefish Montana during
the week of May 22-26, 2005. For details
on this conference, a Web page has been
established through the Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks

home page at www.fwp.state.mt.us/ then
click on Hunting. A link has also been set
up through Alces at
http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~alceswww/alces.
html. If you have other questions, you may
contact Jerry Brown at
jerry.brown@libbyfieldstation.com or phone
406-293-4161.

WILDLIFE POSITION AVAILABLE

David Evans and Associates, Inc. (DEA), is
a professional services consulting firm that
combines the talents of architects,
engineers, landscape architects, planners,
scientists, surveyors, and related
professionals to serve the needs of society,
industry, and the future. We are currently
hiring a Biologist in our Bellevue, WA office.

The Environmental Business Group in the
Bellevue Office is seeking a team-oriented,
self-starting mid to senior level Biologist.
Primary job responsibilities will include
conducting wildlife and wetland evaluations,
writing biological assessments for ESA
Section 7 consultation, conducting critical
areas reviews and participating in agency
coordination during local, state and federal
permitting processes.

Qualifications:
o Masters degree in Natural Sciences,
Zoology, Biology, or Wildlife Science
o Five years of experience
e Excellent oral and written
communication skills
e Microsoft Office software, GPS

DEA offers excellent compensation and
benefits, including 100% company-paid
health benefits for employees and their
families. Send cover letter and resume attn:
Isabel Stearns, David Evans and
Associates, Inc., 2100 SW River Parkway,
Portland, OR 97201 or e-mail to
ixr@deainc.com. No phone calls or
agencies. AA/EOE

Robert Savannah
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service



REGISTRATION FORM
MONTANA CHAPTER OF THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY
2005 ANNUAL MEETING, RED LION COLONIAL HOTEL, HELENA
Feb. 28 — March 3, 2005

Name:
Affiliation:

Address:

City: State:
ZIP

Phone: Office ( ) Home ( )
Print e-mail:

Regular Member

(includes Wednesday Banquet) Cost Total
Early Registration--
Post-marked before 2/1/05 $55.00
Registration (after 2/1/05) $85.00
Student Member
(includes Wednesday Banquet) $25.00
Retired Member
(includes Wednesday Banquet) $25.00

Single day registration
(does not include banquet)

Tuesday (runs 2 day) $15.00
Wednesday (runs all day) $30.00
Thursday (runs 2 day) $15.00
Chapter Business Luncheon
(Student fee waived) $10.00
Wed. Evening Banquet
(for non-registered guests) $25.00

Workshop: (February 28 and March 1)
Wildlife Conservation of Private Lands

Regular rate $5.00
Student rate waived
Dues
Montana Chapter Regular Member $10.00
Montana Chapter Student Member $5.00
Northwest Section $5.00

Total Remitted

FOR TRACKING PURPOSES, PLEASE LET US KNOW WHETHER YOU PLAN TO
ATTEND THE WEDNESDAY EVENING BANQUET (INCLUDED IN REGISTRATION FOR
REGULAR, STUDENT, AND RETIRED)



YES NO continued on next page

If attending banquet, do you prefer a vegetarian meal?
Yes (Registered Attendee)
Yes (Guest)

Please make checks payable to Montana Chapter, TWS.
Sorry, NO purchase orders or credit cards will be accepted.
Please mail registration form and payment to:

Lori Nordstrom, Treasurer

Montana Chapter, TWS

555 N. Beattie St,

Helena MT 59601

lori_nordstrom@fws.gov

If you have payment related questions, contact Lori. For all other questions
please contact : Tom Carlsen

Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks

PO Box 998

Townsend, MT 59644

406-266-3367

Email: fwp@ixi.net

Robert Savannah
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service

CHAPTER NEWS
Check Out these Websites for more details on Chapter Activities!

Alaska: http://mercury.bio.uaf.edu/ak-tws/
Alberta: http://albertadirectory.net/actws/
Idaho: http://www.ictws.org/

Montana: http://www.montanatws.org
Oregon: http://fw.oregonstate.edu/tws/

Washington: http://www.washingtonwildlifesoc.org
(British Columbia, Northwest Territories and Yukon Chapters: No websites)

10



I NORTHWEST SECTION EXECUTIVE BOARD I

Lowell Suring, President
Terrestrial Wildlife Ecology Unit
Forestry Sciences Laboratory
316 East Myrtle Street

Boise, ID 83702

email: Isuring@fs.fed.us
Voice: 208.373.4351
FAX: 208.373.4391

Harriet L. Allen, Vice President
Washington Dept. Fish and Wildlife
600 Capitol Way N

Olympia, WA 98501-1091

e-mail: allenhla@dfw.wa.gov
Voice: 360.902.2694
FAX: 360.902.2162

Marion Cherry, Secretary-
Treasurer

Gallatin National Forest
P.O. Box 130

Bozeman, MT 59771

e-mail: mbcherry@fs.fed.us
Voice: 406.587.6739

Michael I. Goldstein, President-
Elect

USDA Forest Service

Alaska Regional Office

P.O. Box 21628

Juneau, Alaska 99802-1628

e-mail: mgoldstein@fs.fed.us
Voice: 907.586.7905
FAX: 907.586.7877

Kirby Smith, Alberta
Area Wildlife Biologist
Alberta Fish and Wildlife
Division

Ste. 203, 111-54 Street
Provincial Bldg.

Edson, AB T7E 1T2

e-mail: Kirby.Smith@gov.ab.ca
Voice: 780.723.8248
FAX: 780.723.7963

Eric J. Taylor, Alaska
USFWS - National Wildlife
Refuge System

1011 East Tudor Rd MS221
Anchorage, AK 99503-6199

e-mail: eric_taylor@fws.gov
Voice: 907.786.3846
FAX: 907.786.3905

Kurt Becker, Idaho
P.O. Box 504
New Meadows, ID 83654-0504

e-mail: kbecker@spro.net
Voice: 208.347.2200

Brian Logan, Montana
TEAMS Enterprise Unit,

US Forest Service

P.0.Box 130, Bozeman, MT
59715

e-mail: blogan@fs.fed.us
Voice: 406.556.2196
FAX: 406.556.4684

Richard Schmitz, Oregon
Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife

122 Nash Hall

Oregon State University
Corvallis, OR 97331

e-mail:
richard.schmitz@orst.edu
Voice: 541.737.2164
FAX: 541.737.3590

Ken Bevis, Washington
Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife

1701 S.24th

Yakima, WA 98902

e-mail: beviskrb@dfw.wa.gov
Voice: 509.457.9309

Jon Haufler, Past President
Ecosystem Research Institute
P.O. Box 1333

Seeley Lake, MT 59868

Wini Kessler, NW Section
Representative

4509 Dredge Lake Road
Juneau, AK 99801

e-mail: wkessler@fs.fed.us
Voice: 907.586.7916
FAX: 907.586.7877

Lewis Young
Newsletter Editor
406-889-3492
llyoung@interbel.net
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